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Required 
 

Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
Macbeth, one of the shortest of Shakespeare’s tragedies, explores the moral and psychological 
effects of evil in the life of one man.  This is the story of an ambitious Scottish nobleman who 
murders his king and, thereby, involves himself in a complex web of consequences.  Even 
though Shakespeare presents the supernatural in the form of witches, they are merely 
manifestations of Macbeth’s desire for power and do not control his actions.  Parents need to 
be aware that in this drama, as in other Shakespearian works, there are sexual 
references, violent episodes, and supernatural occurrences.  Reading Shakespeare is a 
necessity for anyone who wishes to be well educated.  

 
AND choose one of the following: 
 

1984 by George Orwell 
1984 is the great modern classic of “Negative Utopia” — a startlingly original and haunting work 
that creates an imaginary world.  It is a futuristic novel that uses the structure of science fiction 
to present political satire.  The major impact of this work is Orwell’s creation of new words such 
as “Big Brother,” “doublethink,” and “Newspeak.”  Orwell uses this book to warn against 
governmental suppression of the individual through the use of thought control.  1984 
contains examples of sexual behavior used as a form of rebellion and brutality used 
as form of control.  Because of the numerous times it is alluded to in our society, it is highly 
recommended for those who are going to college.  
 
-OR- 
 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift 
Gulliver’s Travels is a satire on the English events of Swift’s time told in a series of voyages to 
exotic lands.  In all the courts that Gulliver visits, fawning ministers and lackeys are corrupt or 
taken up with petty squabbles; the church is also involved with these disputes and is seen to be 
anything but holy.  The kindest people whom Gulliver meets are not of high station, as in the 
case of the Brobdingnagian peasant girl Glumdalclitch; the finest race, Houyhnhnms, are not 
even human.  Gulliver grows in wisdom throughout his journey; his months spent with the 
Houyhnhnms are especially helpful in teaching him humane behavior.  By the end of Gullliver’s 
Travels, Gulliver is a far better man than the one who began the voyage.  
 
-OR- 
 

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
A masterful pageant of idealism, love, and adventure, A Tale of Two Cities is one of Dickens’ 
most energetic and exciting works.  Using the violence of the French Revolution as a backdrop, 
Dickens weaves intrigue and mystery into an enduring love story.  The execution of Sydney 
Carton on the guillotine is mitigated by his willingness to sacrifice himself for the woman he 
loves.  At the end of the novel, Dickens offers the traditional Christian belief in life after death. 
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Options (Choose at least one) 
 
1984 by George Orwell 
1984 is the great modern classic of “Negative Utopia” — a startlingly original and haunting work 
that creates an imaginary world.  It is a futuristic novel that uses the structure of science fiction 
to present political satire.  The major impact of this work is Orwell’s creation of new words such 
as “Big Brother,” “doublethink,” and “Newspeak.”  Orwell uses this book to warn against 
governmental suppression of the individual through the use of thought control.  1984 
contains examples of sexual behavior used as a form of rebellion and brutality used 
as form of control.  Because of the numerous times it is alluded to in our society, it is highly 
recommended for those who are going to college. 
 

Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 
McCourt’s first memoir recounts his childhood growing up in Limerick, Ireland (and briefly New 
York).  McCourt’s childhood had more than its fair share of misery, poverty, and loss, but the 
memoir manages to be funny, irreverent, and even uplifting.  McCourt tells of his father’s 
alcoholism, his mother’s withdrawal, and the sicknesses that plagued him and his siblings, but 
he also tells of humorous adventures, interesting neighbors, and moments of joy.  Young 
people will relate well to McCourt’s adolescent observations and emotions.  Everyone will be 
drawn in by this rare storyteller’s gift. 
 

The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 
Although Death has frequently been personified in literature, rarely, has he been allowed to 
narrate a story.  The Book Thief has given him his chance.  Death’s story centers on nine-year-
old Liesel, who has been sent to live with a foster family in Molching, Germany during the days 
of Nazi rule.  When Liesel arrives, she has just stolen the first of many books, from which her 
foster father teaches her to read.  Soon Liesel steals other books, meets a variety of other 
characters, and eventually begins writing her own book.  As Death tells Liesel’s story, readers 
will no doubt begin to ponder the enormous power of words as a force for both good and evil, 
healing and destruction.  

 
Everyman (author unknown) 
Everyman is a 15th Century morality play in which the characters were personifications of good 
and evil usually involved in a struggle for man’s soul.  Everyman is summoned by death but can 
persuade none of his friends to go with him except Good Deeds.  His lifestyle choices are held 
up for review and found wanting.  A religious emphasis is evident in this work.  This allegory 
has been used as the basis for plays from the 15th century to the present. 
 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift 
Gulliver’s Travels is a satire on the English events of Swift’s time told in a series of voyages to 
exotic lands.  In all the courts that Gulliver visits, fawning ministers and lackeys are corrupt or 
taken up with petty squabbles; the church is also involved with these disputes and is seen to be 
anything but holy.  The kindest people whom Gulliver meets are not of high station, as in the 
case of the Brobdingnagian peasant girl Glumdalclitch; the finest race, Houyhnhnms, are not 
even human.  Gulliver grows in wisdom throughout his journey; his months spent with the 
Houyhnhnms are especially helpful in teaching him humane behavior.  By the end of Gullliver’s 
Travels, Gulliver is a far better man than the one who began the voyage.   
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Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark has remained the most perplexing, as well as the most popular, of 
Shakespeare’s tragedies.  Whether considered as literature, philosophy, or drama, its artistic 
stature is universally admitted.  The ghost of Hamlet’s father asks his son to seek revenge for 
his murder.  Hamlet’s inability to act leads to tragic consequences.  Parents need to be 
aware that in this drama, as in other Shakespearian works, there are sexual 
references, violent episodes, and supernatural occurrences.  Reading Shakespeare is a 
necessity for anyone who wishes to be well educated. 
 

The Invisible Man by H. G. Wells 
The Invisible Man has an honored place as one of the first works of modern science fiction.  
Griffin, the main character and the model of the disinterested scientist, is concerned only with 
his experiments.  He cares nothing for how they will affect the average man.  While this novel 
explores the scientific propensity to “play God”, there is no sex, profanity, or violence, explicit or 
otherwise.  In a sense, Wells has rewritten Mary Shelley’s classic novel Frankenstein. 

 
On the Beach by Nevil Shute 
“They are the last generation, the innocent victims of an accidental war, living out their last 
days, making do with what they have, hoping for a miracle.  As the deadly rain moves ever 
closer, the world as we know it winds toward an inevitable end . . . .”  This is the story of a 
group of people in Australia who must deal with the end of the world and their reactions to that 
knowledge.  The idea of suicide is touched upon as an alternative to a grisly death by radiation.  
As the end comes nearer the characters delve into escapism through car racing, fishing trips, 
and even ordinary things like planting gardens for the future.  The novel has the inevitable end, 
but still manages some surprises. 
 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin 
This classic novel, published in 1813, is Jane's Austin's earliest work, and in some senses also 
one of her most mature works.  Set outside of London, the plot centers around the Bennett’s 
desire for the daughters to find suitable husbands.  The main couple, Darcy and Elizabeth, 
struggles with pride and prejudice as they discover their love for one another.  As critic A. 
Walton Litz comments, "in Pride and Prejudice one cannot equate Darcy with Pride, or Elizabeth 
with Prejudice; Darcy's pride of place is founded on social prejudice, while Elizabeth's initial 
prejudice against him is rooted in pride of her own quick perceptions."  Other themes include 
family, gender injustice, social class, and the individual’s role in society.  This is Austin’s most 
popular novel and a beautifully written piece. 
 

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 
A play based on classical myth, Shaw’s Pygmalion shows the interaction of human relationships 
in a social situation.  Henry Higgins attempts to change the lower-class Eliza Doolittle into a 
refined lady with refined speech patterns.  Appearance versus reality is the theme throughout 
whether it is Eliza murdering the English language or Higgins being guilty of unacceptable social 
behavior in his mother’s world.  The lessons learned have far-reaching impacts.  Pygmalion was 
adapted into the very successful musical My Fair Lady. 
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Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 
This novel, told primarily in flashback from the point of view of the current Mrs. de Winter, 
begins in Monte Carlo several months prior to her marriage to the dashing (and much older) 
Maxim de Winter.  A timid, unassuming young woman, the nameless narrator falls madly in love 
and eagerly accepts de Winter’s marriage proposal.  Maxim and his new bride settle into their 
life together at the de Winter home, Manderley.  To complicate matters, Maxim becomes more 
remote, and Manderley seems to exude the spirit of Rebecca (the former Mrs. de Winter, who 
died in a boating accident) from every room and item in the house, making Rebecca a tangible 
presence.  Always hovering nearby is Mrs. Danvers, stern housekeeper and former confidante 
to Rebecca, ready to remind Mrs. de Winter daily that she is not Rebecca.  The struggles Mrs. 
de Winter encounters as she attempts to adjust to her new husband and life at Manderley, in 
addition to a setting which functions almost as a character in its own right, create the tension 
and suspense that are hallmarks of the novel.  Parents are advised that this novel 
includes brief references to violence. 

 

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
A masterful pageant of idealism, love, and adventure, A Tale of Two Cities is one of Dickens’ 
most energetic and exciting works.  Using the violence of the French Revolution as a backdrop, 
Dickens weaves intrigue and mystery into an enduring love story.  The execution of Sydney 
Carton on the guillotine is mitigated by his willingness to sacrifice himself for the woman he 
loves.  At the end of the novel, Dickens offers the traditional Christian belief in life after death. 
 

The Time Machine by H. G. Wells 
The Time Machine, Wells’ extremely popular first novel, helped provide the foundation for the 
modern genre of science fiction.  The Time Traveler’s machine allows him to explore the future, 
a future he finds frightening and upsetting.  The novel may seem old fashioned to a 
contemporary reader, but Wells’ view of a world subject to change was a literary landmark and 
an example of how to imagine the future.  The cannibalism of the Morlocks and the innocence 
of the Eloi portray a divided society, which Wells saw as an inevitable consequence of 
technological advances. 
 


